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Transportation to Staunton_-1775_1902 

Carrying by pScj?*norse«s had become a great business in the 
pioneer days and the horse owners were very angry when the wag¬ 
ons began to take away their trade. 

The first wagons were built very large and strong to carry 
freight, and was drawn by four and sometimes by six horses. 

-hese wagons were unusually long and the beds curved upwards at 
at the ends, so that inside end out they were shaped somewhat 
like a canoe. The advantage of this was that the load did not 
slide but rode steadily when the wagons vent up and down steep 
Mila. wheels werejlry large ana had wide tires so that the 
heavy Ic^ds would aot-Bgr the roads. They were painted blue and 
red and covered with a' canopy of cloth so that they Inched llhe 
the "pmrj.e schooners" which In later days were the emigrant 
wagons of the western plains. Each wagon had a tool hex fasten 
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a pint of very beat whiskey for their etowach f B sake, and 
never failed to thank the Lord for Timothy's stomach. The old 
pioneer wagoners were an honest and sociable class, end were 
always loyal to each other. When e driver was stuck in the mud 
he had to wait until another team came up to pull him out upon 
hard ground again. 

<“S soon as the old wagon roads were constructed across 
-^Hogheney Mountains, scores of these wagons were going 
^oming on ».he road in the days nhen people v/ere not 
drerni^ of freight trains, trunks and autos. But those pioneer 
wagons which were called "conestoga" was as important to them 
as these other things an. to us. The earl, settlors of upper 
Pocahontas would make a nound trip to Eiehmond in sir weeks- 
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